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Responsive to the Election/Restriction Requirement Office Action mailed October 
03, 2001, Applicants respectfully request consideration of the remarks set forth herein. A 
response to the Office Action is due November 5, 2001 (November 3, 2001, is a Saturday). 
Accordingly, this Response is timely filed. 
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AMENDMENT 
Please amend the above-captioned application as follows: 
In The Specification: 

ter the title, please insert the following paragraph: 



-The present application is a 35 USC §371 of PCT/JP99/04459, filed on August 
19, 1999, which claims the benefit of priority of Japan patent application no. 255288/1998, filed 
September 09, 1998. These applications are explicitly incorporated herein by reference in their 
entirety and for all purposes.- 

In The Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

CZ\}^ *) \ (Amended) A biochip comprising: 

(i/ i ( ( a JV surface capable of being spotted with a plurality of biopolymers in a 
predetermined pattenL and 

(b) a storage medium for storing information of the biopolymers to be spotted. 

^j^^. ^iiended) The biochip of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the storage medium 
comprises a semiconductor memory which can read/write information in a non-contact state. 

6. (Amended) The biochip of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the storage medium 
stores information of spot locations on the biochip surface in relation to information of the type 
of biopolymers spotted on eacl^S]jbt locations. 



7. (Amended) A method for using a biochip, wherein a plurality of biopolymers 
are spotted on a surface of the btqch^ pattern, the biochip comprising a 

storage medium; and information of the^spot locations are written to the storage medium in 
relation to information of the type of biopolymers spotted on each spot location. 
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^>^^7v (Amended) A method for using a biochip, comprising the steps of: 

^ (a/supplying a sample to the biochip, wherein the biochip comprises a surface 
spotted with a pluralhy of biopolymers in a predetermined pattern; and 

(b) detecting a spot location where the sample has bound; 

wherein the Biochip comprises a storage medium that stores information of the 
spot locations in relation to infomaation of biopolymers spotted on the spot locations, and 

(c) storing and dispWing information of the biopolymer that has bound with a 
sample molecule by searching in the d^ stored in the storage medium based on the spot location 
bound with a sample molecule. 



Please add the following new claims: 

-9. (NE\^VfHVbiochip of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the information of the 
spotted biopolymers storedftnthe storage medium comprises the location, the type or the amount 
of biopolymer on each spot. 



C£ vtjpW) The biochip of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the storage medium 
further comprises a coVered surface. 

1 1 . (NEW) The biochip of claim 10, wherein the covered surface comprises a 
plastic or a glass. 



12. (NEW) The biochip of claim 10, wherein the covered surface protects the 
storage medium from exposure to a solution. 

13. (NEW) The biochip of claim 10, further comprising a semiconductor 
memory support. 



14. (NEW) The biochip of claim 13, wherein the semiconductor memory support 
comprises a silicon wafer. 
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15. (NEW) The biochip of claim 13, wherein the semiconductor memory support 



is covered. 



16. (NEW) The biochip of claim 15, wherein the semiconductor memory support 
is covered with a resin. 



17. (NEW) The biochip of claim 13, wherein the semiconductor memory support 
is the surface spotted with the biopolymer. 



r f\^ ( liV (NEW) The biochip of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the biopolymer comprises 
a DNA molecule. 



19. (NE The biochip of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the biopolymer comprises 
a protein molecule. 



20. (NEW) 'D^fn^Jiod of claim 7, wherein the storage medium further stores 
information of the amount of biOTolymers spotted on each spot location. 



s£7. 



Q%* 21 • (NE\fl0 Themethodofclaim7orclaim8, wherein the biopolymer comprises 
a DNA molecule. 




22. (NEW) Tijie method of claim 7 or claim 8, wherein the biopolymer comprises 
a protein molecule.— 
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REMARKS 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1 to 8 as filed are pending. 

The Species Election Requirement 

The Patent Office has alleged that this application contains claims directed to 

patentably distinct biopolymer species of the claimed invention as listed in the specification on 

page 1 in the section entitled "Technical Field": 

- species are directed to DNA biopolymers; and, 

- species are directed to protein biopolymers. 

«r 

The Species Election 

In response, Applicants elect species directed to DNA biopolymers. 

When the elected species is held to be allowable, Applicants are entitled to 

consideration (examination) of additional species; if all species are held to be allowable, a 

generic claim should be allowed. (MPEP §809.02(c); pg 800-50, 8th Edition, August 2001). 

Claims amended and added in the instant amendment 

Claims 1 and 5 to 8 are amended and new claims 9 to 22 are added. Thus, after 
entry of the instant amendment, claims 1 to 22 will be pending. 

Support for claims amendments 

The specification sets forth an extensive description of the invention in the new 
and amended claims. Support for claims directed to various aspects of the biochips of the 
invention can be found, inter alia, on pages 5 to 17 of the specification, and the Figures. 

CONCLUSION 

Upon entry of the instant amendment, Applicants believe all claims pending in 
this application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at 
an early date is respectfully requested. 

If necessary, please apply additional and necessary charges, and apply all credits, 
to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, please telephone the undersigned at (858) 678-5070. 



Date 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 
4350 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 500 
San Diego, California 92122 
Telephone: (858) 678-5070 
Facsimile: (858)678-5099 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gregory P. Einhom 
Reg. No. 38,440 
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